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 LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear STR Members:

On behalf of the STR, I wanted to wish everyone a happy new year! As we enter our second 
anniversary of the pandemic, the start of the year is shadowed by uncertainty on what the recent 
COVID surge will mean for travel and educational meetings. We hope that by March, we will  
be able to meet together in Las Vegas. There is no uncertainty, however, in the wonderful 
program being assembled by program chair and upcoming STR president, Loren Ketai, in 
conjunction with Brett Elicker, chair of the Education Committee. They have created a unique 

format that promises to capture the best of the STR spirit and builds on what we have learned from the pandemic. 
We hope to see you!

Like most of you, I began the year with a handful of resolutions. One of these was to get back on the mat in a meaningful 
way and recommit to a daily Yoga practice. One of the concepts I came across that had particular meaning for me 
was the idea of “equipoise” or balance. Clearly, the yoga poses require balance but the idea seemed particularly 
meaningful for life in the pandemic. The pandemic and the work volumes (often in the face of staffing shortages) 
have the ability to take over our existences, making it even more important to take time to achieve equipoise of 
the personal self and the professional self. Equipoise isn’t easy but its practice helps avoid burnout and maintains 
longevity. To that end, we would like to know more about the workloads you are all facing. If you haven’t already,  
take 15 minutes and fill out the STR Wellness Survey, spearheaded by former STR president, Cris Meyer.

We hope 2022 brings you all a fulfilling year filled with equipoise between personal and professional success.

Sincerely,

Sanjeev Bhalla
STR President

http://www.thoracicrad.org
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 THORACIC MRI ROUNDTABLE

Dear Members,

We want to make you aware of soon to be held STR Webinar entitled, “Thoracic MRI Roundtable: Practical and Hot 
Topics”. This will take place on Thursday, January 13th and has the following program prepared:

USING MRI TO TROUBLESHOOT CT QUESTIONS
Constantine A. Raptis, MD

MRI FEATURES OF NON-SUPPRESSING THYMIC HYPERPLASIA  
AND FLUCTUATING THYMIC CYSTS

Jeanne B. Ackman, MD

MRI OF MESOTHELIOMA
Mark M. Hammer, MD

DWI OF LUNG LESIONS: TIPS AND TRICKS
Jordi Broncano, MD

LOW-FIELD MRI: CURRENT APPLICATIONS FOR LUNG IMAGING
Lea Azour, MD

These will be short, 5-minute live lectures from 7:00 PM - 7:30 PM ET 
followed by a live 30-minute Q&A session, concluding by 8:00 PM ET.

REGISTER TODAY!

STR Webinar
FREE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 at 7:00 PM ET

http://www.thoracicrad.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eiFNjwW5QTaEYV_Ph2uVSw
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The Society of Thoracic Radiology is “dedicated to the lifelong learning of cardiothoracic radiologists and other 
health professionals.” In order to advance that goal as the world changes, we will need to embrace change in 
educational formats. The upcoming 2022 meeting will do just that.

In 2022, we plan to build on the STR’s recent successes with recorded lectures. At the same time, we want to 
renew the personal interactions that have made STR a premier professional and personal experience. This year,  
the best opportunity to fulfill both of those goals is to adopt a flipped classroom. This learning structure provides 
learners the opportunity to encounter information before the conference, freeing conference time for activities that 
involve higher order thinking. 

The evening prior to each day of the live meeting, a total of 7-8 hours of didactic talks, divided between two 
concurrent tracks, will be made available to all attendees. Both virtual and in-person attendees can view as much 
of this material (at a variety of playback speeds) as they desire. All attendees are encouraged to identify questions 
that they would like to pose to the speakers the following day at the corresponding QA session (two concurrent  
QA sessions occurring in the morning, two in the afternoon).

In addition, each day in-person presenters will also conduct four interactive case conferences (two concurrent tracks) 
in which problem-solving cases will reinforce material contained in the lectures. This learning opportunity will be 
available to in-person attendees, who are encouraged to pose questions to the to the in-person faculty real time.

Other aspects of the meeting will also facilitate personal interactions. The program will include focused workshops 
on Mentorship, Peer Learning and Quality, Running a Section/Fellowship, Wellness and Resident Education, all  
interactive in format. Two episodes of Thoracic Radiology Jeopardy, one with “answers” drawn from cardiac disease 
the other from general thoracic topics will be presented.  Contestants will be drawn randomly from volunteers. 
Attendees are encouraged to volunteer to be contestants and take advantage of the opportunity to win gift certificates 
to one of Las Vegas’s iconic restaurants.

Several traditional aspects of STR meeting will remain. Thoracic radiology fellows and young faculty will have the 
opportunity to both educate us and increase their visibility to the thoracic radiology community. The Conundrums 
session will continue to provide both education and entertainment.

THORACIC IMAGING 2022
Annual Meeting and Postgraduate Course

THE  SOCIETY OF  THORACIC  RADIOLOGY

Caesars Palace Las Vegas Hotel and Casino

REGISTER 
NOW

MARCH 19-23

http://www.thoracicrad.org
https://stra.memberclicks.net/str-2022-annual-meeting#/
https://stra.memberclicks.net/str-2022-annual-meeting#/


thoracicrad.org @thoracicrad



4

Last, several guest speakers will present the STR named lectures (Scanlon, Gamsu, and Felson) bringing to the  
meeting important perspectives relevant to thoracic radiology seen from outside the confines of our own discipline. 
This year Dr. Steven Hays from UCSF will provide an overview of the current successes and challenges of lung 
transplantations and Dr. Alan Zajarias from Washington University will present cardiology’s view of radiologists’ 
role in the burgeoning field of transvascular cardiac valve placement. Last, Dr. Carla Sevin from Vanderbilt will 
summarize what is currently know about the long-term clinical sequelae of COVID-19.

The meeting content planned for March 2022 will provide wide ranging educational opportunities for both virtual 
and in-person attendees. It’s our hope that the recorded didactic material will facilitate flexibility in personal 
schedules for everyone. For those attending in-person, this flexibility promises to facilitate the social contact and 
exchange of ideas with our chest colleagues that so many of us have missed. Let’s have fun!

Dr. Loren Ketai
STR Program Committee Chair 

(STR 2022 Annual Meeting continued)

THORACIC IMAGING 2022
Annual Meeting and Postgraduate Course

THE  SOCIETY OF  THORACIC  RADIOLOGY

Caesars Palace Las Vegas Hotel and Casino

REGISTER 
NOW

MARCH 19-23

2022 STR ANNUAL MEETING NAMED LECTURERS

Alan Zajarias, MDCarla M. Sevin, MDSteven Hays, MD

SCANLON SYMPOSIUM LECTURER FELSON MEMORIAL LECTURER GAMSU MEMORIAL LECTURER

http://www.thoracicrad.org
https://stra.memberclicks.net/str-2022-annual-meeting#/
https://stra.memberclicks.net/str-2022-annual-meeting#/
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 STR’S COMMITMENT TO NON-STIGMATIZING LANGUAGE IN LUNG CANCER CARE

Whether we as chest imagers realize it or not, our very language can have a negative impact on the care for the 
patients we serve. As published studies continue to demonstrate, smoking-related language bias often stigmatizes 
our patients with a smoking history and results in suboptimal care and less than desirable clinical outcomes. Many 
of the leading cancer societies are beginning a concerted effort to raise awareness of these language biases. As 
an example, the International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC) has issued a language guide which 
brings to light many of the common language shortfalls and offers alternative phrases or descriptions. Instead 
of a report stigmatizing the patient as a “smoker,” consider describing the patient as a “person who smokes.” 
Rather than a “nicotine addict,” an expression such as a “person with a nicotine dependence” attenuates the 
common stigmatization of these patients. One will notice these alternative descriptors utilize a person-first  
approach rather than a habit-based one. This approach can and should be adopted in publications, society and 
conference presentations as well as in daily training with residents and fellows. Ultimately, this language shift  
more precisely aligns itself with a core underpinning of our approach to care – respect for our patients.  

Other examples of patient-first, non-stigmatizing language have been offered by the American Cancer Society’s 
National Lung Cancer Roundtable in their newly released public service announcement and a “Language of Respect” 
document put forth by the American Society of Clinical Oncology.

The STR’s Executive Council enthusiastically supports the use of non-stigmatizing language found in all 
communications, including informal and formal correspondences, publications intended for the Journal of Thoracic 
Imaging, and symposia affiliated with the STR. We as a Society look forward to contributing to this growing  
emphasis on patient-first language that reinforces our commitment to patient dignity. 

Commitment
STR’s

http://www.thoracicrad.org
https://www.iaslc.org/IASLCLanguageGuide
http://www.screenyourlungs.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.oncologymeetings.org/prod/s3fs-public/2019-12/The_Language_Of_Respect-Final-12-09-2019.pdf?null 
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Memoriam
In

Dr. Sanford (Sandy) A. Rubin, M.D., Past President of the Society of Thoracic Radiology and recipient of the 2014 STR 
Gold Medal, died on April 17, 2021 in Galveston, Texas.

Dr. Rubin was born in 1941 in Brooklyn, New York. He was a talented youngster with professional opportunities as 
a child radio and television performer and in high school as a bowler but was committed early in life to a career in 
medicine. 

Sandy received his Bachelor of Science degree in biology from Baylor University in Waco, Texas, earning his college 
tuition by catching and milking venomous Western Diamondback rattlesnakes in central Texas and selling the  
venom and rattlesnake meat to local companies. He received his medical degree from the University of Texas  
Medical Branch in San Antonio, Texas.  Following a radiology elective while an intern at the University of Arkansas  
for Medical Sciences in Little Rock, he decided to enter their diagnostic radiology residency. He joined the faculty  
of the University of Tennessee in Memphis from 1970-1974 before returning to the University of Arkansas  
for five years and then became the chief of thoracic radiology at the University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB)  
in Galveston, Texas. He remained as Professor of Radiology at UTMB Galveston until his retirement in 2000, continuing 
as part-time faculty until 2010.

Sandy’s contributions to thoracic radiology are most noteworthy for his accomplishments as an educator and  
mentor.  He received multiple teaching awards including the American Medical Student Association National 
Golden Apple Award from the University of Tennessee College of Medicine in 1973, the James W. Powers Memorial  
Award from the UTMB Galveston graduating medical school class in 1981, 1982, 1988, 1989, and 1991 and the  
Mu Delta Outstanding Faculty Award in 1981.  Dr. Rubin was Director of the UTMB Radiology Residency training 
program from 1980-1994 and Director of Medical Student Education from 1979 until 1989.  In recognition of his 
contributions to UTMB he was elected as a faculty inductee to the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society in 
1992 and received the UTMB Ashbel Smith Distinguished Alumnus Award upon his retirement from the faculty in 
June 2010.  In 2006 Sandy and his wife Norma established the Norma H. and Sanford A. Rubin Endowed Presidential 
Scholarship which provides support for students with financial need entering UTMB Medical School.

http://www.thoracicrad.org
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Memoriam
In

While Sandy served for multiple institutional, regional, and national radiological societies, including the ACR 
Committee on Resident Practice Information, the RSNA refresher course committee and as an oral board examiner 
for the American Board of Radiology, his service to the STR is most noteworthy. A founding STR member, he played  
a key role in the growth and evolution of the society as a member and chair of several STR committees, culminating  
in his election as an officer from 1991-1995 and as president from 1994-1995.  During this same period Dr. Rubin 
served as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Thoracic Imaging, succeeding founding JTI editor Dr. Eric Milne.

Sandy was widely sought after as a lecturer and visiting professor, delivering over 100 oral presentations at various 
local, regional, national and international venues and serving as a visiting professor 75 times. While not the primary 
focus of his academic activities, Dr. Rubin published 35 peer-reviewed articles over a nearly 25-year span which 
focused on the diagnosis of pneumonia and granulomatous diseases of the chest.

For those of us who were engaged with the STR in the 1990s while Sandy was active in the society, he is best 
remembered as a superb speaker, talented educator, and warm and gracious colleague with a wicked sense of  
humor who was wonderful to work with. He was a lover of animals, many of which lived alongside him in his home, 
and was as equally comfortable fishing on the Gulf of Mexico as he was running a committee.

While proud of his professional accomplishments, Sandy was clearly most proud of his family; his wife of 56 years  
Dr. Norma Rubin, his three children and five grandchildren.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeffrey S. Klein

Theresa C. McLoud

W. Richard Webb

(continued)

http://www.thoracicrad.org
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