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 PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear STR Members:

My last STR meeting was three years ago in Savannah. Because of an institutional ban on travel in 
2020, I was unable to attend the meeting in person in Indian Wells. Although I had the pleasure 
of being involved with Loren Ketai and the remainder of the meeting planning committee for the 
2022 meeting, I wasn’t quite sure what to expect for an in person meeting just after the omicron 
wave. Perhaps, I had developed a variation of pandemic cave syndrome and that explained why I 
was nervous thinking about attending the annual meeting with a group in the frenzy of Las Vegas.  

On arrival, my trepidation quickly gave way to enjoyment. I was reminded how rich our Society is in terms of medical 
knowledge and kindness. I was also reminded of how charismatic our annual meeting can be. In her book “Cues,” 
Vanessa Van Edwards defines charisma as a combination of warmth and competence. I realize that over the last three 
years as we have participated in virtual meetings we are frequently reminded of the competence of our colleagues in 
the STR.  What often gets missed online is the warmth of our fellow members. It is the charisma that often gets lost in 
these virtual presentations. It was the charisma that I so thoroughly needed and very much enjoyed. I also learned so 
much in the discussions between sessions and over meals. This “second” curriculum was in many ways more valuable 
than the planned one. I would like to personally thank everyone for being engaged during our meeting. The question 
and answer sessions were so dynamic and interactive. 

In the coming years, I look forward to sharing these charismatic meetings with all of you. The STR continues to learn from 
the lessons of the pandemic, and the meeting of the future promises to be very different from the pre-pandemic ones.

It has been a tremendous honor to have served the STR—the same society that helped launch my career many years 
ago. I am indebted to many members of the Society, especially the fellow officers and Veritas for their hard work and 
their dedication and their help in guiding me.  

I am very much looking forward to seeing everyone in Charleston next year. 

Sincerely,

Sanjeev Bhalla

THORACIC IMAGING
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 INCOMING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This year looking forward begins by looking back. 2022 is the 40th anniversary of the founding of 
the STR. In honor of that milestone Gerry Abbott and Melissa Rosado de Christensen are offering 
up to $20,000 to match donations made to the STR this year. This unparalleled generosity will 
help fuel STR’s future accomplishments in education, trainee outreach, and research.

These future accomplishments of the STR will be driven by the needs of the thoracic radiology 
community both inside and outside the confines of our membership. Our educational mission 
statement frames a broad view of “disseminating to health professionals the most current 

scientific and clinical information on cardiothoracic imaging, keeping the international community abreast of state-of-
the-art techniques and stimulating critical thinking on the practice of cardiothoracic imaging.“ To that end, the STR 
will continue to foster an educational relationship with radiologists throughout the world. As an example, during this 
year’s annual meeting (as was the case in 2021), the STR sponsored a Spanish Language webinar. This was attended 
virtually by nearly 300 individuals from a dozen different Latin American countries, including Spain, Argentina, Mexico 
and Cuba. This autumn, representative STR faculty will be presenting a special session at the Argentinian Congress 
of Diagnostic Imaging (CADI). Looking ahead, the STR will explore whether national radiology societies in other  
Latin American countries would welcome STR’s participation in their annual meetings. Meanwhile, the STR will remain 
connected to chest radiologists in Latin America through our Spanish Language Twitter feed thanks to efforts of  
Chuck Lau, Maximiliano Klug and the Social Media Committee, which has now become a standing STR committee.

Of course, many STR members maintain strong contacts with national radiologic societies in countries outside of 
Latin America. We would be delighted to explore educational opportunities with those societies should the occasion 
arise. Sharyn MacDonald and the Intersociety and Global Outreach Committee are always on the lookout for those 
connections.

In the coming year the STR will undergo a major restructuring of its vast, and growing, educational resources via 
initiation of a new learning management system (LMS). The LMS system, when fully operational, will allow for the 
searching and collating of lectures and other educational materials to create curriculum, to help with self-learning and 
for resident and fellow training. Reviewing, triaging and categorizing this material will be a huge task requiring the 
efforts of the on-line content and education committees, chaired by Drs. David Naeger and Brett Elicker, respectively. 
As we are looking inward to restructure our educational resources, we will also be looking outward to engage trainees 
through resident participation on the Fellowship Committee headed by its new chair, John Lichtenberger. 

with STR in 2022
LOOKING FORWARD
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STR’s support for research will continue forward through seed grants sponsored via the Research Committee, chaired 
by Myna Godoy, and collaborative work with the RSNA and ACR via the Big Data Committee headed by a new 
chair, Stephen Hobbs. STR members are currently pursuing a collaborative project  with ITMIG (International Thymic 
Malignancy Group) evaluating primary mediastinal germ cell tumors. Scholarly collaboration between the STR and 
other collegial organizations such as ITMIG, can leverage our members’ imaging expertise to increase STR’s research 
footprint – so long as members can overcome that formidable adversary, “lack of time.”

The Health and Wellness Committee, chaired by Lea Azour and Juliana Czum, has transitioned to a standing 
committee because of its everyday applications for our chest imaging community. Cris Meyer and colleagues are 
working through the results of the Committee’s recent survey to better quantify the demands placed on, and the 
consequent stresses felt by, thoracic radiologists. These analyses should lead to mitigation techniques that will deliver 
a happier and healthier work-life balance.  

Despite the challenges of contemporary practice, over 70 STR members volunteered for committee positions this 
year, many for their first appointment. For several committees, such as the Practice Standards and Technical Guidelines 
(Paul Cronin) and Mentorship (Georgeann McGuiness), more than half of the committees’ members will be new for 
2022. The STR is exceedingly fortunate to receive this level of membership involvement. This widespread member 
interest, combined with experienced leadership, will continue to be STR’s main sources of strength. It’s comforting to 
set out from this position of vigor as we look forward to another year of expecting the unexpected. There should be 
plenty to talk about when we meet in Charleston in 2023.

Sincerely,

Loren Ketai, MD

 INCOMING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (continued)

Loren Ketai, MD
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CONGRATULATIONS to the STR membership and Veritas for creating a wonderful 2022 Meeting. Many  
organizations promote themselves as being “community,” but that word is part of the STR’s DNA and it is the chest 
imaging community that puts on the meeting. This year’s Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, Dr. Bob Tarver, 
epitomizes the humility that allows the STR community to work together.

This year STR members presented 100 didactic lectures that continue to be watched weeks after the meeting 
concluded. Added to this are over 20 individual workshop presentations and 16 Cases of the Day. Educational 
presentations ranged from focused technical topics such as  “Myocardial Strain Imaging with Feature Tracking-  
How I Do It?”  to the broadly inspirational “Exceptions to the Rule: Choosing Virtue Over Rules for Sustainable Value.” 
The diversity of topics reflects the diversity of talents and interests of STR members. These wide ranging interests 
were reflected in the topics of STR’s invited lectures; the Scanlon Lecture on “Lung Transplantation” by Dr. Steven 
Hays from UCSF, the Gamsu Lecture on “Percutaneous Valve Replacement” by Dr. Alan Zajarias from Washington 
University and “COVID-19 Sequelae” by Vanderbilt University’s Dr. Carla Sevin.

In addition to this year’s unique flipped classroom format, STR members also contributed over 150 outstanding 
interactive cases presented in-person which will become part of STR’s enduring educational materials. The 30-minute 
Q&A sessions allowed for levels of discussion higher than commonly seen in other formats.

The success of this complex hybrid format was due in large part to the hard work and forward-thinking staff at Veritas, 
the management company that constantly supports STR’s endeavors. Bringing a mixture of virtual and in-person 
faculty and audiences together was an astounding feat. The meeting enjoyed a large in-person attendance of 287 
individuals while another 366 participated virtually. Key to the future of thoracic radiology, our trainee attendee 
numbers reached 258 for the general meeting and 251 for the Resident Bootcamp kickoff seminar held on Saturday 
morning. Veritas planned and executed all these programs with such ease that their expertise might be overlooked. 
It’s worth considering that if “Meeting Execution” were an Olympic event, STR 2022 would have maxed out the 
degree-of-difficulty score.

It remains to be seen when and how the flipped classroom approach will be tweaked for future conferences. It has 
already been suggested that recorded sessions be released several days prior to the meeting commencement, 
that speakers initiate the in-person sessions with synopses of their recorded lectures, and that interactive case 
presentations precede Q&A sessions. The more feedback the STR receives from its membership, the more valuable 
this meeting’s experience will be to the STR community as we prepare for Charleston and beyond.

Loren Ketai, MD

Synopsis
2022 ANNUAL MEETING
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Lifetime Achievement Award
STR 2022 GOLD MEDAL

It gave the STR great pleasure in honoring Dr. Robert Tarver with our Gold Medal Award 
at this year’s meeting. This award recognizes a member who has significantly contributed 
to thoracic imaging and the STR.

Bob grew up experiencing different parts of the United States having spent time 
in Louisiana, Florida, Texas and California. He received his undergraduate degree in 
Biology at Purdue University and then went on to West Virginia School of Medicine for 
his medical degree. His residency followed at Indiana University and he capped off his 
training with a thoracic imaging fellowship at Duke University. Currently Bob is Professor 
Emeritus at Indiana University’s Department of Radiology and Imaging Services. 

Academically minded, Bob had to his credit 146 scientific and teaching publications, 17 book chapters, 38 abstracts, 
12 scientific exhibits, 64 invited presentations and three American Heart Association grants. Despite being a busy 
physician, he was indefatigable in his service inclinations, remaining active in several professional societies including 
RSNA, ARRS, ACR, Indiana State Medical Society, American Medical Association, American College of Chest 
Physicians, American Thoracic Society and of course, the STR. He served as the STR’s President for the 2002-2003 
term. A committed educator, Bob served as Residency Program Director from 2003-2007 and was awarded teaching 
awards no less than nine times during his career. 

Dr. Tarver is emblematic of the hardworking, selfless, and outstanding thoracic radiologist that has come to define 
this award. His service, academic and teaching contributions to the STR and our specialty are deserving of our highest 
recognition. CONGRATULATIONS, DR. TARVER.

DR. ROBERT TARVER
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The Executive Committee and Council of the Society of Thoracic Radiology (STR) would like to 
introduce the new treasurer Dr. Mylene Truong. Dr. Truong currently leads the Department of 
Thoracic Imaging, Division of Diagnostic Imaging, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Houston, Texas. She is an expert in oncology imaging, publishing 148 manuscripts 
on diagnosis, staging, and complications associated with treatment of thoracic malignancy.  
She has had long dedicated service to the STR in official and unofficial roles, such as one 
planning our successful STR Annual Meeting in San Antonio, Texas and serving as the chair 
of the Rules Committee. She is a well-respected and inclusive member of the society and has 
shown dedication to supporting early phase faculty in their careers. Dr. Connolly, our current 

secretary, asked if we could introduce Dr. Truong to the membership.  So here are a few questions I have asked  
Dr. Truong.

Why did you choose to be so involved with the STR?  What makes the STR so special for you?
I remember my first STR meeting in Naples, Florida in 1997. Nestor Muller was the President, and I was in awe of the 
speakers on the program. Between sessions, everyone was gathered around chatting during the breaks. Over the 
years, the quality that I admire most about our society is the sense of community, camaraderie, and that everyone is 
welcomed. Through the STR, I have met colleagues, collaborators, mentors and mentees who have become friends. 
The Las Vegas meeting was special because it was the chance to be amongst friends again, connecting and sharing 
experiences. 

Why did you choose to go into Thoracic Imaging?
I’ve been so lucky to have teachers and mentors who have changed my life. John Kosiuk, the McGill radiology 
residency program director and a thoracic radiologist, shared his approach to success: hard work and a commitment 
to learning. I have the privilege of being one of the cadres of MGH fellows, trained by two founding members of the 
STR, Theresa McLoud and Jo-Anne Shepard, whose advice and counsel I continue to seek today. At MD Anderson, I 
have been fortunate to have the guidance and enduring friendship of Reggie Munden and Jeremy Erasmus.

What are your goals as an officer of the STR?
The STR has given me so much. I’m honored to be an officer, and I will work hard to continue our tradition of 
advancing cardiothoracic imaging. I hope to get input and ideas from our members on how we can better serve our 
mission. 

What do you like to do in your free time?
I like cognitive function games, looking for fun ways to get better focus and problem-solving skills. I’m learning 
Spanish now with Duolingo, a language app. I also enjoy Sudoku, which uses logic to put numbers on a grid. 
Recently, a friend recommended Wordle, and my go-to words are “adobe,” “sight,” “frown,” and “pluck.”

The New STR Treasurer
INTRODUCING
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